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She said poetry is not a luxury 
And that my silence will not protect me 
So my freedom is my inscription 
And I tell my truths to keep my integrity 
Black lesbian woman warrior 
Writing for women’s rights 
Said you can’t use the master’s tools if you wanna win this fight 
So I dare you to join me and take back yo night 
 
Take back yo night  
And take back yo day 
Speak yo life story 
And clear out a way 
For healing 
Cause you are beautifully human 
 
And although  
he with his hate 
he with his insecurity 
he with his entitlements 
he with his bragg-doe-c-o 
he with his impotence 
he with his deficiencies 
he with his savagery 
he with his violence 
he with his uncivilization 
he with his cock/iness 
tried to take your humanity, 
Your spirit IS 
 
for you are the rim of the world – its beginning 
 
And in that moment when he forced himself on top of you 
Sweating and grunting 
Poking and prodding 
Violating and silencing 
He forgot that he came out of a Vagina 
That he has a mother 
A grandmother 
Aunties sisters nieces and daughters 
 
And so / while he was desecrating you 
he was desecrating himself 
using his penis to assault the world’s light 
So I dare you to take back yo night 
And take back yo day 



Speak yo life story 
And clear out a way 
For healing 
Cause you are beautifully human 
 
Carrying inside of you all there is to startled and startling life 
Possessing the secret of joy 
Sanctifying the temple of your familiar 
 
He tried to break you 
But you are not broken 
For God (Lord have Mercy) has spoken for you 
 
And in turn / you, too, must speak 
Cause a girl child ain’t safe in a house filled with men 
 
Speak 
In order for yo healing to begin 
Speak 
because if you don’t he will win 
You must speak 
And feed the flame within /  
that will ignite all other fires 
 
And then I dare you take one step higher 
Turn that devil into a liar 
Make yoself a living wire 
For passing on forgiveness  
 
Let love be endless / let it cloud up yo sight 
Cause only love will truly suffice  
Nothing else will make it right 
Get free within and take yo flight 
Cause you got the wings to take back yo night 

 


